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We know that the return will have been an anxious time for all.
Many of those anxieties will have been eased by simply stepping
through the gate for the first time and getting back into our
routines – something which is true for the staff as well as the
students. However, some students will still be feeling anxious and
we wanted to take this opportunity to ask that you do contact
your child’s tutor or Head of Year or myself so that we can put
support in place. 

Each of the Heads of Year have taken the opportunity of this
week’s newsletter to share with you their experiences of the start
of the year and information about the tutor teams and the year
ahead. 

Miss F McGrath 
Assistant Head and Designated Safeguarding Lead

                   
                         I am sure I speak for all of the Heads of Year,     
                          personal tutors and the Inclusion Team, when I say  
                          that it has been a real pleasure to welcome the 
                          students back into the academy. They have dealt 
                        admirably with the measures that have been put in 
                     place to keep them safe and we are pleased to be 
                   able to support them in the real world rather than the 
             virtual one.
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Starting secondary school is a big enough challenge for most students, but to start after almost six months
out of education as a result of a global pandemic is even harder. The Year Sevens took on this challenge
with dignity, resilience and positivity. There were first day nerves, but these soon dissipated when students
found their tutor groups and were warmly welcomed by each other.
The Year Seven tutors are as follows: 
7Ah – Mrs Ayre
7 Bg – Ms Betts
7Cr – Miss Clay 
7Wl – Mrs Wilson 
Inclusion Team: Miss Barker
 
I had the pleasure of being able to see every student in a lesson on their first day and was impressed with
their engagement, focus and energy.  Year 7 tutor groups have been busy during their tutor times creating
class charters, and our first week’s assembly was based on kindness and empathy. Students have all been
set the challenge to carry out an act of kindness and teachers already have noted some impressive acts!

Contact email:  Year7Parents@nkacademy.co.uk

A very big welcome back to the Year Eights! Having had their first year at 
secondary school cut  short, this year group have started this new academic 
year with enthusiasm and high spirits. 
The Year Eight tutors are as follows: 
8Ak – Mrs Allen
8Gl – Ms Fox (currently covering Mrs Gilbride’s maternity leave)
8Jl – Ms Jerram and Mr James
8Wg – Mr Walters 
Inclusion Team: Miss Barker
 

Year Seven

Year Eight

I have been impressed with how students have coped
with coming back to new tutor groups, new routines
and new safety measures.
The tutor groups are busy working on their new
charters and I am looking forward to seeing the final
display of these in their tutor rooms.

Mrs Ferrier, Head of Year 7 and 8

Contact email:
Year8Parents@nkacademy.co.uk



A very warm welcome back to all of our Year Nines! I’d like to wish a particular 
welcome to our new students and staff joining the year 9 team; our year nine 
tutors and associated staff for this year are as follows:
9AK – Mrs Allen      
9DE – Mr Dales-Johnson       
9GC – Miss Evans and Mrs Gibson   
9RM – Mr Robinson    
9WH – Miss Wardle (formerly 8Aw)

Inclusion team – Mr Richards 

The past six months has been a challenge for us all; all our staff at NK are here to 
support students in this tricky time with our return to school and inevitable changes in 
routine. I want our assemblies and personal development focus for this term to reflect 
positive qualities which have been highlighted throughout news stories and social media since
lockdown. Our first assemblies on tolerance and acceptance are merits which all students should
endeavour to achieve and which will support students in the wider community and their lives as well as
during their time in Year Nine at NK. 

As our students increase in maturity, in Year Nine we have a fresh focus on future aspirations. Learning
for Life days, tutor-time activities and assemblies will all support our year nines in approaching picking
their GCSE options subjects. This is a year of change and development for our young people; I am so
proud of how they have conducted themselves so far and I know that they will put their best foot
forward to make the most out
of Year Nine at NK.

Miss Sidney, Head of Year 9   

Contact email: Year9parents@nkacademy.co.uk

Year Nine



The whole team this year is:

10Pa – Mr Prime     
10Bk – Miss  Bellamy    
10Dv – Mr Davies
10Mb – Mr Marshall and Miss Mortimer      
10Lc  - Mrs Larken (formerly 9Wr)    
10Gh – Miss Gillard

Mr Richards who is a part of the inclusion team is attached to Y10 and is a contact for pastoral care,
however, as always the form tutor is the first point of contact for you and students with any aspect of
academy life or if you wish to make us aware of any situation.

The focus for assemblies this term is about aspiration and perseverance. As my year group knows, I am a
huge fan of the Rocky movie franchise and I have started the year with a quotation that I think sums up
how we have to approach the current situation: 

“You, me, or nobody is gonna hit as hard as life. But it ain't about how hard ya hit. It's about how hard you
can get hit and keep moving forward. How much you can take and keep moving forward. That's how
winning is done!” 

The principle I want students to understand is that over the last six months we have all taken huge hits
but now we have the chance to move forward and bring about positive results. Your young people will
have built up large reserves of resilience which will hold them in good stead going forward. Furthermore,
in terms of aspirations, I want them to look at all possible careers and not think a certain career is closed
to them. This is the time they should be really open about prospects so through tutor time and PSD we
will be asking them to be aspiration to the possibilities before them.

Mr C Robinson Head of Y10

Contact email: Year10Parents@nkacademy.co.uk

It is my pleasure to continue to lead this cohort from Y9 into
Y10. Sadly Mrs Wright who was one of my tutor team last
year has moved on to pastures new; however, this has
meant that we are joined by Mrs Larken, returning from
maternity leave, which I couldn’t be more pleased about.
Also joining the tutor team this year is Miss Mortimer who is
working with Mr Marshall.

Year Ten



A very big welcome back to the Year 11s!   It has been a 
pleasure welcoming all of the Year 11 students back, whilst 
we did get the opportunity to see some them in Term 6 for 
face to face support in school it is brilliant to see students back
 in their tutor groups and socialising with peers. Despite
the fact that students have a challenging year ahead 
with their GCSE’s looming, they have started the 
Academic Year positively and have been sharing their
aspiration and post-16 options with their tutors to enable us to use this information to organise careers
interviews in the upcoming months.

In addition to this, students have actively contributed to creating a pastoral learning journey which
consists of appropriate criteria for them to aim to fulfil to allow them to develop a strong personal
statement when applying for post-16/18 options.

The tutor groups have also been busy working on their new charters and I am looking forward to seeing
the final display of these in their tutor rooms. 
There have been a couple of changes to the Year 11 tutor team from last year, the tutors and associated
staff for Year 11 are as follows:

11Di  –Mrs Dixon (formerly 10Ha)
11HH – Mr Hatfield
11JJ – Miss Jones
11HN – Mrs Hunter (formerly 10Mp)
11Si – Mr Smith
11S0 – Mrs Stones
11SR – Mrs Stevenson (formerly 10EC)

Inclusion team – Mrs Vidler
 
Our first assembly back provided students with strategies on how to succeed in Year 11 and consisted of
information on what they should expect from year 11 and what we expect from them as year 11 students.
The assembly ended with me reminding students to be kind to themselves and reassuring them that we
are here to support should they need to speak to us. Following this, students have been self-reflecting
on their strengths and areas for development.

Ms Hibbs – Head of Year 11

Year11Parents@nkacademy.co.uk

Year Eleven



Welcome to all our new Year 12 students and welcome back to Year 13. Both year groups have made an
incredible start to the year and I am extremely proud to working in Sixth Form. The Year 12s have settled
in very well and staff are very pleased with their start to new and exciting subjects.

Our associated staff for this year are:

12LL – Mrs Lloyd
12MD – Dr Mansfield
13SA – Mrs Allen
13CJ – Mr Crouch & Mr Ward
13PY – Mrs Price

Inclusion Team – Mrs Vidler
 
Our current Year 13 students showed incredible resilience and the highest standards during the last six
months continuing with their studies and staff could not praise them enough for the work they produced
or how they handled themselves. Our Year 12 students also showed just how great they are handling
uncertainty and daily changes with great maturity throughout lockdown.

The year ahead looks very bright for our students in Sixth Form and I am very excited to share this journey
with them.

Mr Bains – Head of Sixth Form

sixthform@nkacademy.co.uk


